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An Orton-Gillingham based school program  
for teaching reading, spelling, and handwriting

4 Effective

4 Comprehensive

4 Teacher Friendly
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4 Effective

The PAF Reading Program is a beginning reading program 
that incorporates reading, spelling, and handwriting using 
multisensory techniques. It utilizes the best instructional 
practices supported by scientific research and is an effective 
program for all children.

4 Comprehensive 

The PAF program contains all the critical elements of a 
comprehensive reading program for primary grades: phonemic 
awareness, phonics, decoding, word recognition, vocabulary, 
spelling, handwriting, and comprehension strategies. All these 
vital components of reading are taught simultaneously in 
integrated lessons, each subject reinforcing and strengthening 
the others. 

4 Teacher Friendly

Everything has been organized to make the PAF program 
effective and user-friendly. Written for and by teachers, the 
instructions are concise and easily accessible. There is no need 
for a large assortment of books and materials for each area of 
study. Everything children need for a lesson is contained in just 
two books: a decodable chapter book and a Skills Book.
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PAF is an Orton-Gillingham based reading program and 
is a component of the Windward Institute program for 
teacher certification accredited by The International 
Multisensory Structured Language Education Council.

Successfully used in schools for over 40 years!

For Teachers, By Teachers
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For Students
Chapter Books
These beautifully illustrated decodable chapter books are unlike any 
other beginning readers. The narratives have all the basic elements 
of good storytelling—character, setting, plot, conflict, and resolution.  
Children love the adventure and humor!

Skills Books
Each chapter book has a corresponding Skills Book. Comprehensive 
Skills Books contain activities for teachers to provide direct 
instruction in phonemic awareness, decoding, word recognition, 
spelling, handwriting, vocabulary, and comprehension. They are 
meant to be used under teacher supervision with discussion and 
immediate feedback.

PAF Teacher Handbook
The Teacher Handbook includes detailed instructions on how to 
implement the program, as well as words and sentences for spelling 
dictations for each level of the PAF sequence.

Professional Development
Professional Development, in the form of courses, workshops, and 
ongoing teacher support, is provided by experienced PAF teachers and 
can be tailored to the needs of individual schools and districts.  

On-line Resources

Supplementary Materials
	 4 Alphabet Picture Cards
	 4 Pocket Chart Alphabet Cards
	 4 Review Packs
	 4 Keyword Picture Cards

Teacher Editions
Each chapter book also has a Teacher Edition that provides prompts 
to support children’s engagement and understanding of the stories. 
The resulting class discussions encourage logical reasoning, making 
inferences, and a range of comprehension strategies including 
rereading, paraphrasing, and summarizing.

For Teachers

4 Curriculum-based Tests
4 Placement Tests 
4 Lesson Plan Forms

4 Reinforcement Activities
4 Homework
4 Dictation Paper

The decodable text only contains sounds that have been taught so that 
children can sound out the words. There is a repetition of vocabulary 
to develop recognition of common words and the length of words 
and complexity of sentences gradually increases. The books provide 
the practice needed to develop accurate and fluent reading, as well as 
coherent stories that support effective comprehension strategies.
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KeywordPicture CardsLevels 1 - 215
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Review previously 
taught sounds and  
nonphonetic words, 
using the Review Pack.

Introduce the new 
phonogram, using the 
keyword card from the 
Alphabet Picture Cards
and Skills Book pages.

Give a dictation with 
the new phonogram, 
using words and a 
sentence provided in 
the Teacher Handbook.

Read a list of words 
with children from the 
Skills Books to develop 
decoding skills, word 
recognition, and 
reading fluency.

Provide reinforcement 
activities from the 
Skills Book.

Read a chapter with 
children in the Pals 
reader to develop 
comprehension 
strategies.

Plan the  
Lesson

1 
Review

3 
Spelling 

Dictation

4 
Reading 

5 
Reinforcement

2 
Introduction 

of New 
Material

Plan the lesson 
using the Teacher 
Handbook and the 
Teacher Edition.

Here is how the materials are used in a typical lesson.
Level 23 r (robot) 
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• Consonants j, b, r, v, y

• Short vowel a

Multiple Meaning Words Story Comprehension

Accuracy and Fluency

Chapter Book PAF Levels 17 - 33

• Consonants c, t, d, g, s, f, m, p, l, h, n 

• Short vowel a

• Suffix -s

Handwriting

Phonics

Phonemic 
Awareness

Accuracy  
and Fluency

Sentence  
Comprehension

PAF Levels 1 - 16
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Following Directions Morpheme Awareness

Sentence  
Comprehension

Accuracy and Fluency

Chapter Book

Story Comprehension

PAF Levels 53 - 74

• Short vowels o, e

• Digraphs ch, th

• Suffixes: -ing, -ed

• Consonants k, w, x, z, qu

• Short vowels i, u

PAF Levels 34 - 52
Phrase Comprehension

Nonphonetic Words Story  
Comprehension

Accuracy and Fluency

Chapter Book
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Nonfiction Text Text Comprehension Nonphonetic Words

Open and 
Closed Syllables

Conjunctions

• Initial Blends 

• R-controlled Vowels

• Two-Syllable Root Words: 
VCV (robot)

• Suffixes: -est, -ful, -less

Chapter Book PAF Levels 97 - 129

• Final Blends 
• Two-Syllable Root Words:  

 VCCV (rabbit)

• Contractions

• Suffixes: -es, -er

Morpheme Awareness Syllable DivisionContractions

Chapter BookStory Comprehension PAF Levels 75 - 96
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Spelling Rule Nonfiction TextMultiple Meaning Words Nonfiction Text Accuracy and Fluency

VocabularyMath Vocabulary

Story Comprehension
Conjunctions

Accuracy and Fluency

• Common Long Vowels 

• Homonyms

• Suffixes: -en, -y, -ly

• Silent e Spelling Rule

• Multisyllable Root Words 

• Vowel Digraphs 

• Soft c and g

• Syllable Division VCCCV (hundred)

• Affixes: re-, un-, -ness, -ment, -tion

PAF Levels 130 - 160
PAF Levels 161 - 184

Chapter Book
Chapter Book

The Dragons 
of We ington

620L
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Teacher Materials
Cards

Teacher Handbook

+

Teacher Edition

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

Levels  
1 - 33

Levels 
34 - 52 

Pals  
• Consonants b, c, d, f, g, h, j, l, m, n, p, r, s, t, v, y 
• Short vowel a
• Suffix: -s

Fun in the Sun
• Consonants k, w, x, z, qu
• Short vowels i and u

Levels 
53 - 74

Let’s Go!
• Short vowels o and e
• Digraphs ch, sh, th
• Suffixes: -ing, -ed
• Compound Words 

Student Materials
PAF levelSkills Book and Reader Content

Levels  
75- 96

Levels  
97- 129

Camp Hilltop
• Final Blends
• Two-Syllable Root Words: VCCV (rabbit)
• Suffixes: -es, -er  
• Contractions

Stand By Me
• Initial Blends
• R-controlled Vowels -ar and -or
• Two-Syllable Root Words: VCV (robot) 
• Suffixes: -est, -ful, -less 

Levels  
130- 160

Levels  
161- 184

Are We There Yet?
• Common Long Vowels
• Suffixes: -en, -y, -ly 
• Homonyms

The Dragons of Wellington
• Multisyllable Root Words (president) 
• Vowel Digraphs (oo, oi, ou) 
• Soft c and g 
• Special Syllable Endings (puzzle) 
• Syllable Division (VCCCV) (hundred)
• Affixes: re-, un-, -ness, -ment, -tion
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2 6Professional Development 
	 by PAF Master Teachers.

Diverse Characters lead to
	 engaging and inclusive stories.

Decodable Chapter Books

Detailed step-by-step 
Teacher Handbook that includes a

	 sequence of over 200 lessons.

3 Online Teacher Resources 
	 that include word lists,
	 instructional charts, and
	 verbalizations for 

handwriting instruction.

fold

fold

fold

fold

stick

Pals 
Characters

pafprogram.com

pafprogram.com

5

Skills Books for each level of
	 the Decodable Chapter Books
	 that include activities for
	 accuracy and fluency,  
	 comprehension, spelling, and
	 handwriting.

Teacher Editions for the
	 Decodable Chapter Books,
	 annotated to improve
	 the effectiveness of reading
	 comprehension instruction.

STUDENT

9 PAF is a research-based 
reading program successfully 

used for decades. 

8
Placement and

Curriculum-based Tests 
to monitor and assess progress.

17 16 

PAF in a Nutshell 
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For more information or questions, contact us at
info@pafprogram.com

1-800-674-3849 
or visit www.pafprogram.com


